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War Work and the Sabbath 


BY MRS. J. W. DOWNS 


Laws That Apply.—In times of war, to be 
sure, all plans are upset; and men, even 
Christians, must take time for new matters. 
We are now paying the penality of past fail- 
ures. Had the Christians of each Christian 
land devoted one one-hundredth part of the 
time and thought and energy and money to 
the establishment of righteousness that they 
must now devote to winning the war, would 
this tragedy have come? The great moral 
and spiritual laws of the universe apply: to 
men, both as nations and as _ individuals. 
“Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, 
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom, but he 
that doeth the will of my Father who is in 
heaven.” This is a practical admonition to 
our entire nation as well as to individual 
Christians. Our blessed Master taught that 
the “Sabbath was made for man, and not 
man for the Sabbath.” He stripped it of the 
pernicious and vexatious rules and restric- 
tions with which its humaneness had been 
obscured and its influence for good neutral- 
ized; and he did so in order that it might 
become again the beneficent friend and helper 
of man. The Sabbath is a day to serve man, 
to bless and help man. Hence works of mercy 


and necessity are always in order on the Sab- 
bath. We do not ignore the humanitarian 
claims, but we dare not give it first place in 
our appeal. We know that the Sabbath was 
made for man, but we know that what was 
thus made was not a weekly holiday, but a 
Sabbath day of holy rest, so defined by the 
Maker. The sanctity of the Sabbath is the 
essential safeguard of its restfulmess. A holy 
day lessens labor, a holiday increases it. , 


Conservation of Health and Production.— 
“T think it would be most unfortunate for 
any of the States to relax laws by which safe- 
guards have been thrown around labor. I 
feel that there is no necessity for such ac- 
tion and that it would lead to a slackening 
of the energy of the nation rather than to 
increase it, besides being very unfair to the 
laboring people.’ (President Wilson.) “If 
we attain the greatest measure of efficiency 
in our preparation and in our prosecution 
of the war, we must not permit our people 
who are engaged in industrial pursuits to be- 
come apprehensive that the standards erect- 
ed for their protection will be set aside, and 
we must not permit our industrial population 
to have cause to feel that the war burdens . 
and sacrifices may rest most heavily on their 
shoulders.” (Governor Whitman, of New 
York State.) “It isa great national concern 
that at the outset of the war this country 
shall maintain a scientific program of legal 
protection for workers in the interest both 
of maximum production and human conserva- 
tion. We must not permit overzeal to lead 
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to the weakening of our protection and hence 
to break down the health and productive- 
ness of labor.” (Secretary of the Navy Dan- 
jels.) “The experience of war times has dem- 
onstrated the necessity, technical, economic, 
and even physiological, of the laws enacted 
before the war. In our legislation secured in 
time of peace we Shall find the conditions of 
a better and more intense production dtring 
the war.” (Mr. Albert Thomas, French Min- 
ister of Munitions. ) “Long. hours, much 
Overtime, and especially Sunday labor, have @ 
Pernicious effect on health.” (From the 
Health of Munition Workers Committee, | 
Great Britain. ) “Tf a nation picks the } 
Strength of its youth for the firing line, the 
utmost possible prevention of physical and 
Social failures must be enforced. Even in this 
Period of stress conservation is too narrow. 
The democratic idea] is not only to be main- 
tained, but vastly to increase and improve 


the life, health, intellect, character, and s0- 
cial qualities of its citizens.” 


Observing the Holy Sabbath.Some very 
worthy organizations have blundered in their 
_ Zeal to raise money and have come into un- 

necessary clash With the laws of the States 
and with the Christian people. Surely it is 
not necessary to have Sunday athletic meets 
and other similar aifairs for the benefit of the 
Red Cross Society. This worthy and indis- 
bensable Organization is too great and glori- 
Ous tO resort to Such means of raising reve- 
hue; and yet in many places this is the case, 
me dustification being that it is a response 
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_son’s attention were able to get the following 


order issued by him: ‘‘The President, com- 
mander in chief of the army and navy, fol- 
lowing the reverend example of his prede- 
cessors, desires and enjoins the orderly ob- 
servance of the Sabbath by the officers and 
men in the military and naval service of the 
United States. The importance for man and 
beast of the prescribed weekly rest, the sa- 
cred rights of Christian soldiers and sailors, 
a becoming defense to the best sentiment of 
a Christian people, and with due regard to 
the divine will demand that Sunday labor in 
the army and navy be reduced to the measure 
of strict necessity. Such an observance of 
Sunday is dictated by the best traditions of 
our people and by the convictions of all who 
look to divine Providence for guidance and 
protection, and in repeating in this order the 
language of President Lincoln, the President 
is confident that he is speaking alike to the 
hearts and to the consciences of those under 
his authority.’”’ (Signed: Woodrow Wilson.) 

The home guards in many communities 
have made it a point to drill on Sunday, de- 
spite the fact that there are earnest Chris- 
tians in the company who will not participate, 
While there is much necessary work in con- 
nection with military preparation, there are 
no reasons why the drills should be kept up 
on Sunday, when they have their evenings 
and in most instances Saturday afternoon free, 


Conclusion.—He who knows the constitu- 
tional needs of man—physicial, intellectual, 
and moral—anticipated those needs in the 
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holy Sabbath day. Man needs the Sabbath 
day and never so much as now. With our 
strenuous lives, specialization of labor, and 
the nervous and emotional strain, the need for 
the Sabbath is greater than ever before. ‘It 
is the divine order that in the pilgrimage man 
is making from earth to heaven he shall 
pause one day in seven and give the attention 
to the highest hunger of his soul. There was 
never a time in human mistory when men 
needed to think about their highest needs 
more than this year, 1918. Physical rest is 
needed, but far more than this we need the 
opportunity for the soul to think of its rela- 
tion to its Creator.”’ 


Woman’s Missionary Council, M. E. Church, South, 
810 Broadway, Nashville, Tenn. 
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